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The mission of the Chandler Rod and Gun Club is to preserve the heritage of hunting and fishing through its volunteer efforts with family, youth 

and individual activities by providing opportunities that encourage the proud tradition of hunting, fishing, and their associated activities.  
Educational opportunities promoting safe and responsible use of wildlife and our natural resources by teaching wilderness skills, resource 

management, and conservation. 

 

JULY CLUB MEETING 
Eddy Corona  

With Mudbug around the corner, we are going to need 
help setting new records on crawfish, crawdads and 
MUDBUG captured.  Last year we managed to catch 
over 3000 and we were almost beaten by a scout 
troop.  Our meeting will be held at the Chandler 
Community Center and we will learn from the master 
on how to make the infamous Phil Smith Mudbug 
traps.  Some of you may not know that Phil is known 
as a Phil-the-Trap-Maker in many parts of the south.  A 
true legend and some even consider him an artist 
when it come to making these fine Mudbug Hotels 
where they can check in but cannot check out.  Phil 
went to top schools in the world to learn the art of 
Mudbug trap making.  He has studied under many well 
known scholars and now for one night only he brings 
his skill and knowledge to share with all.  

When Phil was on the road doing seminars, there were 
people camping out for weeks at the door and waiting 
in line for a chance to learn from the master himself.  
Not everyone made it in and many disappointed mud 
buggers went home broken hearted.    

Every CRG member should plan to attend for free 
instead of the door rate that he used to charge when 
he was on the road.  Make plans to attend.  Now I have 
to ask Phil if he will come and join us.  If Phil can’t 
make it, then we shall sit in the room and stare at the 
walls letting time pass us by and the first one who 
blinks shall get up and sing a song for the group.  Hope 
to see everyone on July 9th at the CRG meeting.     

MUDBUG MADDNESS IS NEAR 
Eddy Corona  

Make plans for MUDBUG MADNESS date set for 
August 16th at East Clear Creek.  Just like last year, we 
have teamed up with the Grand Canyon Wildland 
Council for another run at the title.  I was informed by 
Emily that a Boy Scout Troop had beaten us.  After 
demanding a recount the results were corrected and 
we caught more than 3000 water roaches.  That put us 
on top and the Boy Scouts want revenge.  I do not 
want to let my mean side out but if they want to call out 
the dogs then the dogs will bite.  Get out and get in 
shape because we are not going down.  Let set our 
goal at 4000.  The Grand Canyon Wildland Council will 
be watched on their counts making sure we count 
every last one.  Last year we had close to 100 people 
that attended and this year CRG would like to have 
150 participate.  We need someone to chair this event 
and planning needs to start ASAP.  If you would like to 
chair or help out, please contact Eddy Corona at 480-
529-8340 or email at corona2000@cox.net.  Do not 
wait till the last minute.  Let us make this the best one 
yet.   

ARIZONA OUTDOOR HALL OF 
FAME 

Eddy Corona  

Congratulations to all Chandler Rod and Gun Club 
Members old and new, current and past. Chandler Rod 
and Gun Club will be inducted into the Wildlife For 
Tomorrow Hall of Fame.  On August 16th the 11th 

Annual Wildlife For Tomorrow Hall of Fame banquet 
will be held at the Scottsdale Resort and Convention 
Center, 7700 East McCormick Parkway, in Scottsdale, 
Arizona.  Social hour, with music by the Back Porch 
Band(its), will begin at 6:00 pm with dinner being 
served at 7:00 pm.  Tickets can be purchased by 
calling 623-204-2130.   

The Arizona Republic had a small article in the paper 
on Thursday, June 12th in the Outdoors section.  Other 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

General Meeting – July 9th 
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inductees include Duane Shoufe who is the former 
director of AZGFD, L.V. Yates owner of Army\Navy 
Surplus in Phoenix, and Gary Barcom from the Arizona 
Desert Bighorn Sheep Society.  CRG will have two 
members attend and if you are not at Mudbug 
Madness then please try and attend. Both events are 
on the same date August 16th   

CHANDLER ROD AND GUN HAS 
BLUE GILL FOR DINNER 

Randy Krecklow  

Blue Gill Bonanza for CRG was June 14th this year and 
this year we actually caught fish.   

If you were reading your newsletters the last few 
months, you know I wasn’t sure when free fishing day 
was.  When I was sure and we were to decide on a 
lake but before I could get it in the monthly edition, I 
got an important call.  James Brown called and said we 
need to fish Canyon Lake.  He had some free time to 
fish this summer and said he was doing real well at 
Canyon.  The words lunker blue gill were used.  So it 
was decided.  

The week before at CRG’s meeting, we were given the 
secrets to fishing Blue Gill.  James gave up all his 
secrets for a successful day of fishing:  Secret spots, 
baits, bobbers, and tactics.  All of these worked well in 
bagging close to 300 Blue Gill and one catfish.  

The day started at about 6:00 am for most of the crew.  
About 8:00 am I believe everyone was in the water with 
a line.  Fishing off the dock at Boulder Campgrounds, 
we were filling our stringers. Some of the others were 
down the shore line a bit doing as well.  All the tricks 
were used for catching fish we learned a week before.  
Mealworms about four feet below a bobber and just 
under the dock was surly the ticket.  Even the curly 
tailed green jig caught a nice size for me in seconds 
upon hitting the water.  Every one was on fish and 
throwing nothing back.  Our past trips haven’t been so 
successful so even the smallest fish were kept.  This 
was proven at the cleaning station.  

    
CRG set up our own cleaning station again.  Under the 
shade of a picnic area we had four people cutting fish, 
two cutting out ribs and two cleaning and packing.  The 
small ones went home to feed turtles.  The whole mess 
was cleaned up so well all that was left was the smell. 
Ray Brooks and son, Sammy, brought buckets to haul 
ALL our trash away. Terry took the smelly load to a 
dumpster via his suburban.  Then the best part, 
EATING  


