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October 2008 
PO Box 601, Chandler, Arizona 85244 

www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com

 
The mission of the Chandler Rod and Gun Club is to preserve the heritage of hunting and fishing through its volunteer efforts with family, youth 

and individual activities by providing opportunities that encourage the proud tradition of hunting, fishing, and their associated activities.  
Educational opportunities promoting safe and responsible use of wildlife and our natural resources by teaching wilderness skills, resource 

management, and conservation. 

OCTOBER 8th MEETING 
Eddy Corona  

Our very own Phil Smith has asked to make a 
presentation to the Chandler Rod and Gun Club 
Members.  The subject is TOP SECRET so please 
attend on October 8th at 7:00 PM at the Chandler 
Community Center.  See you all there.  

TROPHY SQUIRREL HUNT 
The Hurst Family  

October 4th will be our annual Trophy Squirrel hunt 
and we want to remind everyone of a few things: 
Schedule

 

6:00 - 7:00 am Breakfast 
7:00 am Safety/rules briefing 
3:30 pm Start measuring 
4:30 pm Deadline for squirrel turn in  

for measuring 
6:00 pm Potluck dinner and announcement of  

winners - Please bring something  
to share! 

*You are welcome to camp out over night and hunt 
again in the morning, however, only squirrels 
harvested on Saturday are eligible for the contest.  

Rules

 

All squirrels must be field dressed before they 
are measured 

No squirrels will be accepted after 4:30 pm 
Measurements are based on length from base 

of ear to tip of hair 
All squirrels must be harvested on Saturday 

October 4th, 2008 
No spoiled meat will be accepted for 

measurement 

Each person may turn in a maximum of 5 
squirrels  

Trophies

 

Southwest Taxidermy has donated 2 gift 
certificates for squirrel mounts.  One will be 
awarded to the adult (18 years of age and 
over) with the longest ear measurement and 
the other will be awarded to the junior (17 
years of age and under) with the longest ear 
measurement.  There will also be 2 small 
prizes for the adult and junior with the longest 
aggregate ear measurements.  Prizes will be 
awarded during the potluck dinner Saturday 
evening.   

Location

 

Please CLICK HERE for a map to the 
campsite.  As you are going east on the 260, 
you will go under power lines just before the 
left turn on the 237.  You can see a tan stripe 
down the map just before the 237 - that is the 
clearing for the power lines.  The campsite is 
at the intersection of the 237 and Old Rim Rd. 
and the sites are equipped with bathrooms.  

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you out 
there!   

SEPTEMBER CRG MEETING 
Eddy Corona  

Thanks to everyone who came out to Arizona Custom 
Rifles for the September CRG Membership meeting.  
The three amigos Terry, Jeremiah, and Garrett from 
ACR once again showed us how firearms work and 
what is takes to build one.  The meeting went well and 
we left with more knowledge then what we stepped in 
with.  Thanks Terry for your support and help with all 
the things you do for hunters, clubs, and our young 
hunters.    

IMPORTANT DATES 
Trophy Squirrel – October 2nd & 4th 

General Meeting – October 8th   

Junior Elk Hunt – October 17-23 

http://www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com
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LEFT OVER TAGS FOR YOUNG 
HUNTERS 

Attached to this email is the recent leftover big game 
permit list including the Junior’s Javelina. As I 
mentioned last night, there are 47 left over permits for 
the Junior’s Sandhill Crane hunt and that information 
should hit the website later this week.  (The hunt 
number is 9006 open in units 30A, 30B, 31, and 32 and 
the dates are December 12-14.)  All of these permits 
are first come first serve by mail only so anyone 
interested needs to send in a completed application 
with payment ($22.50 for Javelina Junior’s Only hunt 
and $22.50 for Sandhill Crane plus additional fees if 
you need to purchase a license) to the Phoenix 
Headquarters.  I’ve also attached a flyer that can be 
used by anyone to post up.  No date is set for the 
Sandhill Crane Workshop, but that info will be 
forthcoming.  Thanks and let me know if there are any 
questions. 

Please visit www.azgfd.com to view the left over tags. 

Johnathan O'Dell 
Wildlife Specialist - Game Branch AZGFD    

SPRING JAVELINA 
Eddy Corona  

Some of the CRG members are getting together to 
hunt archery javelina in January of 2009.  Last year we 
had around 15 people that went out and Mike was the 
only one that bagged his.  Some of us missed so we 
need more practice.  This year the hunt number is 
5095 for 800 tags in units 36A, 36B and 36C.  Please 
get your applications filled out and sent in before 
Tuesday, October 14th, 7:00 PM deadline.  

I spoke with Darell Nunez the host for a TV show 
called “First Hunts”.  He would like to come out and film 
a youth member of CRG for the show that airs on “The 
Sportsman Channel” starting January of 2009.  It will 
be for a javelina hunt.  The hunting units are as follows:  

Hunt No.     Unit(s)

 

  No. of tags           Date

 

5047    36A-36B-36C        50  Jan 23-Feb1 
5040    22-23         75  Jan 23-Feb1 
5041    24A-24B          40  Jan 23-Feb1 
5038   20B-21        65  Jan 23-Feb1 
5044   33-37A-37B      150  Jan 23-Feb1  

The regulations for Spring Hunts 2009 are on the 
Arizona Game and Fish Website www.azgfd.com.  If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 480-
529-8340-cell   

If you want to visit the First Hunts website go to 
www.firsthunts.com.  

   

New Hunter Dove Hunt 
Michael Wondrash  

On Sept. 13th
, members of CRG volunteered with the 

AZGFD once again to help introduce new hunters to 
the great outdoors.  We had quite the variety of people 
in attendance.  There was a family that came out to 
enjoy the hunt, Grandma, Grandpa, Dad, and the three 
grandsons/sons.  They in particular to me sparked up 
some fond memories of my younger years.  My first 
hunting season back in WI was with Grandpa and my 
father, family tradition.  It was a special thing to see still 
in existence.  We had a lot of Father/ Son combos 
enjoying the morning.  I had the opportunity to meet 
some fellow “Cheeseheads”; I hope to see them 
around future club events.  I can’t be the only one to 
show up the AZ hunters.  (I hope everyone has honed 
their Javelina skills for January.)   We spoke for a while 
and he was just as surprised as I was as to the amount 
of hunting opportunities this great state has to offer.  
We not only have the weather but we also have some 
great hunting.   
Although the doves seemed to be hiding over the 
burm, we did have some folks return with a few dove 
and even a couple pigeons.  No doubt there was plenty 
of shooting and fun had by all.  We had a little contest 
with everyone there; we had asked everyone to pick up 
the old shell casings that were lying around 
everywhere.  We gave the person with the most shell 
casing a raffle ticket towards the shotgun that we were 
raffling off, a wonderful Mossberg shotgun carried over 
from Jr. Dove weekend, the previous weekend, and 
one of the participants at this weekend’s event won the 
shotgun.  So I would have to say that it was worth the 
trip out to the Far East valley for him.  Trust me I know 
the drive that he did that morning to get there.  Not to 
mention that we collected just over 2300 casings, great 
effort by all.  Congratulations, I hope you get great use 
out of the shotgun.   
As the event was winding down for the morning I was 
speaking with Dave Carson, AZGFD, and he had 
mentioned that he would like to put on another event 
such as this in the fall, second season dove hunt.  He 
asked if we would be willing to help out once again with 
serving coffee, juice and breakfast treats; keep an eye 
on the news letter for more details as to when and 
where.  It’s a great way to meet new people of the 
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valley that have the same interest as we do here at 
CRG.  Having said that, keep an eye on the calendar 
of events and contact one of the board members to 
find out who may be in charge of an event and ask to 
volunteer.  The more the merrier I always say. 
Remember our future hunting privileges depends on 
our younger people getting involved.  Don’t hesitate to 
take a child fishing, shooting, and hunting.  For that 
matter we are all children at heart, just some with more 
life experience than others.     

SEPTEMBER 2008 
THE OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE AND 
NORTHERN ARIZONA HUNTS FOR 

HOPE 
Eddy Cororna  

Chandler Rod and Gun Club and Howell Wildlife 
Outfitters have teamed up for their first youth hunt for 
kids with life threatening illness.  Words can not 
describe what a person goes through when they have 
the pleasure of this life changing experience.   

This planning started last year in November when we 
were part of Hunt of a Lifetime.  It has been a long hard 
road to travel to get this hunt off and everyone involved 
has spent many hour on the computer, phone, and on 
the road to make this happen.  It was well worth it and 
what a success it was.   

Gary “Goose” Howell is a special kind of man with a 
heart of gold.  Goose without a doubt was in my mind 
the person who was the foundation of this great 
success.  He and his wife, Sue, are stars and they are 
and should be proud of what they had and have done 
to get this off to the right foot.  Chris Denham from 
Western Hunter Magazine was also a key factor in this.  
Chandler Rod and Gun Club was part of the three in 
this group to help everything take off and got the tag 
transferred for our young hunter.  

Thomas Widenhofer is now 16 years old and has been 
on the upper end of the battle with brain cancer.  He 
has had two surgeries and many chemo treatments 
thus far and he has been a great inspiration to us all.  
This young man has a great attitude and is the type of 
young man anyone would be proud of to call son and 
friend.  For those of you who do not know, he not only 
has his battle but two weeks before his hunt his father, 
Walter, was diagnosed with leukemia and he is going 
through chemo therapy.  Walter could not join us for 
this hunt but was with us in spirit. Thomas dedicated 
this hunt to his father.   

Thomas’ best friend, Isaiah Sawhney, joined him and 
supported Thomas with his battle by standing by his 
side.  Isaiah has the qualities anyone would want as a 
best friend in good times and bad.  Isaiah has been at 
Thomas side during hunts and was with him during this 

one.  Rajiv Sawhney, Isaiah’s father, helped by getting 
the plane tickets for them.  When Walter could not 
make the trip, Rajiv was able to find friends that 
stepped up and committed to come along to make sure 
these young men made it okay.  Mark Kalafut and his 
son, Josh, were a great addition to this team.  All four 
flew from Pittsburg, PA and landed in Phoenix 
Thursday at 10:20 AM.  I picked them up, we had 
lunch, and headed to Flagstaff to meet up with Goose 
at his home.  Some of the team was already waiting 
and others showed up later that night.  Goose and Sue 
made room in their home for all the team to stay.  Sue 
can cook and our meals were very good and plenty for 
thirds.  Dessert was served every night and I can say 
that this is the only hunt I have been on that I gained 
weight.   

Darell Nunez from First Hunts and his assistant, Lana 
Robbins, where there to film for a television program 
that will air on the Sportsman Channel starting in 
January of 2009.  Show host Darell is professional and 
he and Lana did a fantastic job with filming and being 
part of making this all happen.  Please visit the First 
Hunts website at www.firsthunts.com and check out 
the pilot for the show.  Keith Warren produces First 
Hunts Television Series and its focus is on children in 
their first time hunting.  Their goal is to preserve the 
heritage that our forefathers have passed down for 
many generations capturing moments, focused on the 
importance of practicing safe and ethical hunting 
habits.  We as outdoorsmen are lucky to have people 
like Darell and Lana helping promote our future into the 
great outdoors.   

Friday at 4:30 AM, Goose came around waking 
everyone up and as I can speak for everyone we didn’t 
get much sleep in the excitement of our first hunt as a 
team.  After a cup or two of coffee and a few muffins, 
all eleven people piled into trucks loaded up and 
headed out to our hunting grounds.  We stopped to 
sign in at the ranch when we spotted a goat heading 
our way.  It was funny in a way that everyone grabbed 
their binoculars and spotting scopes to glass this 
antelope. Goose who had been scouting this area for 
months finally said that is not the one for Thomas.  I 
was thinking to myself that I would take this animal if I 
had a tag but Goose is our head guide on this hunt.  
We finished signing in and moved on.  After about two 
or three miles, we saw a heard on our left side.  The 
clock was at 6:37 AM and Goose stopped and glassed.  
He had found the antelope he had been scouting.  
Goose, Thomas, Isaiah, Darell, and Lana exited the 
truck and got ready.  The rest of us stayed in our 
vehicles glassing until they got further away.  We got 
out and positioned ourselves on tailgates and camper 
shell roof tops to get a better view.  The original goal 
was to get to this area and Goose would head in one 
direction as the rest of us headed into other areas to 
locate this goat.  As fate would have it we didn’t have 
to separate.  As the hunt unfolded and the excitement 
got higher, all we could do was wait and cheer.  At 7:05 

http://www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com
http://www.firsthunts.com


October 2008 Chandler Rod and Gun Club Page 4 of 8 
www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com 

AM, we heard the crack of a round and the antelope 
went down.  All you could hear was cheers of eleven 
people that were louder than any football stadium 
where 70,000 fans could put out.   


