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March 2009 
PO Box 601, Chandler, Arizona 85244 

www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com

  
The mission of the Chandler Rod and Gun Club is to preserve the heritage of hunting and fishing through its volunteer efforts with family, 

youth and individual activities by providing opportunities that encourage the proud tradition of hunting, fishing, and their associated activities.  
Educational opportunities promoting safe and responsible use of wildlife and our natural resources by teaching wilderness skills, resource 

management, and conservation. 

 

CHANDLER ROD AND GUN MARCH 
MEETING 

Eddy Corona  

Arizona Game and Fish Department Expo at Ben 
Avery Shooting Facility will be held on March 28 and 
29th.  At the March meeting, we will set all the 
volunteers on a work list and times for each day.  If you 
have not been to this expo and plan to attend as a 
participant, volunteer or both we would encourage you 
to come to the meeting on March 11th from 7:00 pm till 
8:45 pm.  This will be the 3rd time for Chandler Rod and 
Gun Club and this time we have been asked to also 
run the 22cal. rifle range which will be about 75 yards 
from the booth.   See you all there.   

TRES RIOS WORK DAY 
Phil Smith  

Had a great turn out for the Saturday workday, 
February 21st!  With some sticks cut by another group, 
we ended up with about 1100-1200, ALL CLEANED 
UP AND READY.  

Thanks to:  David and Shawna Hoyle, Randy and Todd 
Krecklow, Ray Brooks and his son, Jon and Josh Dale 
and their Grandpa and his two brothers, Davis brought 
his bud, Justin, and my daughter, Sheena, and her 
husband, Ben, were out as well.  We had a great 
cheering section from my granddaughter and her mom  

The stick cutting went fantastic.  I think everyone 
enjoyed grilled burgers and then we were treated to the 

Coonhound Field Trials - a great laugh, loud, wet, and 
more!   

If you were not there you missed my Princess Leia 
beat the hounds at their own game!  They wouldn’t let 
her PLAY THE NEXT DAY!   

The Tres Rios Festival is March 7th and 8th.  A great 
time to be had by all.  I hope we see lots of support 
and participation by CRG folks!  

Fishing, canoeing, kids corner, and lots of stuff - let 
David Hoyle know if you want to help as we need 20 
volunteers.  Contact David at 480-290-8344 or Phil 
Smith at 602-290-2237.  Check out the website -
http://www.tresriosnaturefestival.com/

 

for further 
information.  

TRES RIOS 
David Hoyle  

This weekend is the Tres Rios festival and we need 
lots of club members to help with various events.  This 
year’s Tres Rios festival is a unique opportunity to 
introduce ourselves to the nonhunting public.  Many 
attendees have never interacted with a “sportsman’s 
group” and to many of them this may be their only 
interaction with a hunting and fishing organization.  
This is an excellent opportunity to recruit new anglers 
and possibly hunters into the sport, and at the very 
least, have them come away with a positive view of the 
hunting and fishing community.     

Here are the specifics:  

 

We will need 2 members minimum to run our 
information booth and answer questions about 
the club.   (This booth can be manned by 
members of all ages.)  

 

We will need 4 members minimum to run the 
kids activity booth.  This will consist of a track 
casting activity and back yard bass.  (This 

IMPORTANT DATES 
General Meeting - March 11th,Room 203 
Tres Rios Festival – March 7th and 8th  

AZGFD Outdoor Expo – March 28th and 
29h  

http://www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com
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booth can be manned by members of all 
ages.)  

 
We will need 5 members minimum to run the 
fishing booth.  This will consist of members 
passing out fishing poles, bait, and controlling 
the amount of people fishing at any given time.  
We will also be helping participants with 
casting, catching, and releasing their fish.  

 
We will need 4 members minimum (especially 
some ladies) to run the canoeing pond.  This 
will consist of loading and launching canoes 
and fitting PFDs on various people. 

The event is on Saturday and Sunday, March 7th and 
8th.  The event will run from 9:00 am – 4:00pm both 
days.  We need members to be there on Saturday at 
7:30-8:00am to set up and go over the procedures for 
the day.  If you have a camper and would like to come 
out Friday and Saturday night please let me know 
ASAP.  All members planning on attending, please 
RSVP to David Hoyle @480-290-8344.    

Directions:  Heading west on I-10 Exit South on 
Avondale Blvd.  Continue South on Avondale Blvd for 5 
miles.  The road will curve West after crossing the river 
in front of Phoenix International Raceway you will see 
the festival on your right.  

See Page 8 for Map.   

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH EXPO 
AT BEN AVERY MARCH 28th-29th 

Eddy Corona  

Chandler Rod and Gun Club will once again have a 
booth and The Outdoor Experience will be next to it. 
We are going to need some help with this one and I am 
calling on everyone to help out.  AZGFD also asked if 
we can man the youth 22 rifle range on both days.  If 
you haven’t been to this expo, please make plans to do 
so.  We are in need of 20 volunteers for this weekend 
so please make plans to help out.  Last year we set up 
on Friday and if you can help out that day, let me 
know.  For the volunteers, AZGFD will have a cookout 
on Saturday night and they also have a silent auction 
and raffle.   

I met with Ty Gray and Marty Fabritz about the set up.  
Last year they had us outside and this year they have 
gone out and got a huge tent for all the non-profits to 
set up inside.  The rifle range will be at the DPS range 
which is about 75 yards from the main tent.  AZGFD 
will provide all the firearms, ammunition, eye 
protection, and ear protection.  They would like one-on-
one with the guest.   

This is another great opportunity for Chandler Rod and 
Gun Club to let people know who we are and what we 
do.  With many changes in our economy and in the 
White House, we need to get the word out to everyone 
about our Hunting Heritage and this is one of the many 
ways to do so.  If you can email me or call me and let 
me know as soon as possible to get a schedule in 
place for this expo.  Email address 
corona2000@cox.net

 
use EXPO as the subject line or I 

can be reached at 480-529-8340 on my cell phone.    

CHANDLER ROD AND GUN CLUB 
APRIL MEETING 

Eddy Corona  

This year has gone by so fast and here we go again for 
the end and beginning of yet another year for Chandler 
Rod and Gun Club.  Chandler Rod and Gun Club was 
established on February 6, 1958 and was then called 
The Chandler Game Protective Association.  The 
name was changed to Chandler Rod and Gun Club 
back on January 24, 1964.  Over the decades, we 
have had members come and go for many reasons 
and our focus is to continue to grow every year.  A few 
years back the CRG Board Members made a decision 
to move the annual membership due date from 
January 1st of each year to April 1st.  By doing this, it 
made it a little easier for members to pay the dues 
without having to compete with Christmas expenses.  
A single membership is $30.00 and family 
memberships are $40.00.  The money from dues is 
used to put on different camps, food, storage fees, and 
events along with other expenses that need to be 
taken care of in order to keep on going.  
This meeting also is when the members get to vote for 
new officers or keep the current ones.  We are asking 
that if you have any nominations for any of the 
positions held as board members please do so by 
emailing them to corona2000@cox.net

 

or by calling 
480-529-8340.  Those of you who become board 
members, you have the duty to make and vote on 
decisions that affect the members of Chandler Rod and 
Gun Club.  The Chandler Rod and Gun Club board 
positions are as follows:  President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasure, and Membership Director.  These 
positions along with the Exiting president are the only 
ones who vote.  Any member can attend board 
meeting that are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month unless the meeting is a closed meeting.  You as 
a member have the power to voice your opinion and 
make suggestions and must be done so at this board 
meeting.  As a board member you are asked to do the 
best you can by making the best decision, bringing 
new ideas, and continuing to improve those of the past 
board and our history.  

This year we are planning to have the meeting either at 
the Chandler Community Center, a local park with a 
lake or at Eddy’s house.  We have always made it a 
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pot luck type meeting and not to break tradition we are 
planning to do it the same way.  Chandler Rod and 
Gun Club will provide the main course and we ask that 
everyone else bring a side dish and or a dessert.  We 
will have a few gifts and door prizes.  Thanks to our 
friends Skylar and Sara Stark from the Diamond C 
Ranch this year we have a Texas Hog Hunt for two 
days for two2 hogs up to 200 pounds each.  This is 
archery only for adults and if you are a youth, Skylar 
might let you hunt with a firearm.  Everyone that pays 
their dues will be entered into the drawing one time.  If 
you cannot afford the dues at this time, its okay we 
understand but you are still welcomed to attend.  No 
one will be turned away.  You may purchase additional 
tickets for $5.00 each or 3 tickets for $10.00 and this 
goes for anyone who attends this meeting.  We would 
encourage you to bring your whole family and bring 
your friends along as long as everyone brings a dish. 
If you get time, please go through your garage and go 
through your hunting, fishing, and camping items that 
could be donated for a silent action to raise a little 
money and have some fun.  Please let me know ahead 
of time if you are planning to donate any item(s) so that 
I can make a bidders paged and who donated it.  
Please email all the information with a picture if 
possible to corona2000@cox.net.   

The April meeting is planned for Saturday April 11th 

and could change because Easter is the next day. Due 
to other commitments for Chandler Rod and Gun Club 
with other events we have this weekend available.  
Please plan to attend and please nominate a current 
officer or someone new for any position. We will vote 
on this day and pass the torch over to the new board of 
officers.  Please make sure that you include your 
nominations phone number so that they may be 
contacted to check if they accept the nomination and 
you can even nominate yourself.  Please feel free to 
call me or email me with suggestions and questions.   

SPRINGTIME IN ARIZONA 
Johnathan O’Dell  

Well if the weather hasn’t been the best indicator to 
you, spring has arrived in Arizona.  We should all be 
recovering from our Javelina Hunts and looking 
forward to Bear and Turkey.  Speaking of Turkey, did 
you know that there are over the counter turkey tags in 
select units for Junior’s?  This is a great opportunity to 
take advantage of and get kids out into the field 
hunting.  These can be purchased at any Department 
Office and make sure to grab a set of regulations so 
you know what units to go to.  Also be sure to look at 
Eddy’s article on the upcoming Turkey camp.  

Spring also brings the Arizona Game and Fish Expo.  I 
highly recommend volunteering with the club for some 
time at the CRGC booth.  Try and schedule some 
additional time to walk around and enjoy everything the 
Expo has to offer.  There are lots of booths covering 

the gambit of clubs, organizations, vendors, guides, 
informational seminars, and a chance to shoot various 
makers guns, and try out all kinds of equipment.  

An interesting point we’ve seen as of late, with the 
tough economy, we’re seeing people reconnect with 
family, friends, and the outdoors.  This is a great 
chance for all of the membership of CRGC to talk to 
those people we interact with who don’t know the joys 
of hunting, fishing, and the outdoors, to introduce them 
to these things we love.  It doesn’t cost much at all to 
enjoy the outdoors in different capacities, and as the 
old saying goes (slightly modified by me) “If you feed 
someone a fish, they’ll eat for a day.  If you teach 
someone to fish, you’ll never get them off the lake!”  
Make it a goal to take someone out who has never 
been out, and show them the beauty and bounty 
Arizona provides.  

Another pursuit that is starting now is shed hunting.  
There were a lot of great size bulls and bucks taken 
last year so there should a lot left to be collected.  
There is still some snow up north, and before you go 
make sure to check on Forest Service Roads that still 
may be closed.  The market for antlers is down 
substantially, so don’t expect as much per pound in 
previous years.  Remember if traveling on OHV’s to 
stay on road and trails and invest in a good frame to 
help with the hauling process.  

Trapping season has now ended and it appears that 
the Globe Fur Sale is cancelled due to a down market 
as well.  So if you have furs, you’ll either need to hold 
on to them until next year, sell them locally, or look to 
send them out of state.   

ARIZONA JR. TURKEY CAMP 
Eddy Corona  

The Arizona Game and Fish Department has changed 
the Jr. Turkey hunts from a draw to over the counter.  
Yes, you read this correctly.  You can purchase a 
youth turkey tag for your child over the counter.  If your 
child is from ages 14 to 18, you can purchase a tag.  
For those under 14 to 10 years of age, you are 
required to have your Hunter Education Course 
completed prior to the hunt.  This is taking place on 
April 17th through the 19th and is going to be a great 
one.  We have partnered up with the following groups:  
The Arizona Game and Fish Department, The Arizona 
Deer Association, The Arizona Elk Society, The 
National Wildlife Turkey Federation, The Outdoor 
Experience 4 All, and, of course, The Chandler Rod 
and Gun Club.  

AZGFD Wildlife Manager Supervisor, Craig McMullen, 
started to brain storm this for a few months and with a 
few emails he was able to put it together.  The lead has 
been taken by Terry Herndon from the Arizona Deer 
Association and have donated the use of their trailer 

http://www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com


March 2009 Chandler Rod and Gun Club Page 4 of 10 
www.chandlerrodandgunclub.com 

and also donated $300.00 towards this hunt.  The 
NWTF has also donated $600.00 for food and the 
Arizona Elk Society will be bringing up their trailer as 
well to help out.  Chandler Rod and Gun Club and The 
Outdoor Experience 4 All will provide the man power to 
help cook, clean, set up, and take camp down.    

Craig McMullen said, “Those who are interested in 
participating in a youth turkey camp for the combined 
Units in 23, 3C, 4A, and 4B.  I think somewhere around 
the Young Road would be ideal.  I have received 
permission from the Pleasant Valley Ranger District to 
put a camp at Colcord Ridge campground in Unit 23 (3 
miles south of 260 on the Young Rd.).  I believe 
Region I is looking into securing the Canyon Point 
Campground which is near Forest Lakes.  Either 
location is perfect for all of those units.  Of course, if 
we get a big snow, those spots might be tough to 
access...so I am also looking into Sharp Creek 
Campground which is just before you start up the Rim, 
near the Town of Christopher Creek in Unit 23 as a 
weather contingency.  I'm just throwing these ideas out 
to start the ball rolling; we are not committed to any of 
it yet”.  Craig will let us know as soon as he talks to the 
weather Gods and they let him know if it will snow, 
rain, or shine.   

Please get your hunting license and tags prior to 
coming to the camp and do not forget your Hunter 
Education Card if you fall in that age bracket.  You can 
go to any Arizona Game and Fish Department office to 
purchase these items.  If you want to participate but do 
not have a shotgun, please call me and I will do my 
best to find one for your child to use.  There will be 
some door prizes given out and possible raffles.  I 
myself am looking forward to the campfire telling 
stories, sipping on hot coffee, and watching the smiles 
of your young hunters.  If you have any questions or 
would like to make a donations that can go towards 
food or door prizes please call Eddy Corona at 480-
529-8340-cell or email me at corona2000@cox.net.   

CAST AND BLAST 2009 
Eddy Corona  

Congratulations Chandler Rod and Gun Club 
members.  We have been awarded another grant from 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department through the 
Local Sportsmen’s Group grant program. Cast and 
Blast is back on and just around the corner.  Last 
month David Hoyle informed the board that we have 
received the grant for this year.  Thanks to David for 
putting it together and we will be able to put Cast and 
Blast on this year.  Our plan is to have it on April 24th, 
25th and 26th out at Powers Butte.  It will take some 
hard planning and the dates could change.  Please 
mark your calendars for this weekend.   

     

BASS PRO SHOPS’ SPRING 
CLASSIC 

Eddy Corona  

This weekend, February 28th and March 1st, Chandler 
Rod and Gun Club and The Outdoor Experience 4 
were all represented at the Bass Pro Shops’ Spring 
Classic that runs from February 27 till March 8th.  We 
were invited to set a booth up for the first weekend to 
give out information to our fellow outdoorsmen about 
what we do.  We had two tables with literature and 
pictures from our events.  The most shocking to people 
were the ice fishing picture here in Arizona.  You would 
be amazed on how many people do not know that you 
can ice fish in Arizona.  I am proud to say that we were 
the only hunting group that was in attendance as 
guest.  We also handed out book marks as invitations 
to the Tres Rios Festival that will take place next week.  
(See David Hoyle’s article for more information on the 
Tres Rios Festival.)  Thanks to our volunteers Mike 
Wondrash, Randy Krecklow, Tom Paz, Ron Moore, 
Garrett Moore, and James Brown for coming out and 
lending a helping hand.   

TURN IN DAY  
Randy Krecklow  

February 10th, Chandler Rod and Gun was at Game 
and Fish giving the good folks a hand with the growing 
crowds.  This year the pace of hunters dropping of 
those hunt permits seemed steady.  I showed up on 
time at 9:30 and the parking lot seemed to be at least 
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half full the whole day.  Of coarse as the day got along 
the more folks showed up.   

Again CRG showed up with lunch for the office help 
and volunteer help.  This year, however, our 6ft. sub 
was a little later than usual.  So much later than 
normal, that Duane from the office staff came to the 
parking lot twice looking for lunch.  Eddy finally showed 
up just in time that no one went hungry.  Seems our 
president took on more tasks that morning than he 
realized and ran a bit late but when he arrived, we got 
every thing unloaded from the truck and sat up a nice 
booth.   

As we have had the past years, we had a nice raffle.  
CRG has met a family out of Texas who have a 
hunting ranch, the Diamond C Bow Hunting Ranch in 
Caddo, Texas.  Skylar, the owner of the ranch, 
donated a hunt on his ranch for a one day hog hunt, 
redeemable any time the winner books it.  The selling 
and drawing was that day so the odds were good for 
anyone who entered. The winner was contacted that 
night and Pat McCormack was excited to hear he had 
won.  

This year an unfortunate wife showed up at 7:20 pm to 
drop off applications, only 20 minutes too late.  A 
tradition was kept this year by David Hoyle as he was 
the very last application to be dropped in the tube.  

Thanks to everyone who came out again this year.    

FEBRUARY MEETING 
Randy Krecklow  

Last month’s CRG meeting got everyone involved.  
With the busy schedule we have ahead of us, we need 
to get our gear in shape.  Tom Paz worked out a great 
meeting spot and got us in the senior center at the 
community center.  That gave us lots of room to clean 
up our fishing poles.    

Eddy and Eric V. came up with a storage system for 
the clubs nearly 50 poles.  So we broke them down, 
removed the old line on some older ones, and stored 
the reels in there own soft case.  This will surly keep 
them from becoming tangled standing in the can they 
were in.  

We also had a special guest that evening.  From 
AZGFD, our own Phil Smith came and we worked out 
the details for the upcoming Tres Rios.  A working 
party was formed to go out to Robins Butte and cut 
sticks for the Festival.   

On Saturday the 21st, about 15 folks showed up in 
Phil’s front yard ready to go.  We all headed out to 
those famous dove fields and we cut over 800 cedar 
sticks.  These sticks will become walking sticks at Tres 

Rios.  They will become an art project, decorate a 
walking stick and take it home.  The volunteers were 
from CRG and family and friends.   

Some of them were:  Ray and Sammy Brooks, Tom 
Atherton and his grandson, John and Josh Dale, and 
they brought a friend, Tom dragged out his two 
brothers, My brother, Todd, and I, and the rest were 
family and friends of our hosts, His three daughters 
and there husband and friends of theirs.  

At noon we went back to the yard were Lori had set up 
a huge lunch for everyone.  Laid out was a great picnic 
lunch with BBQ hamburgers and everything to go with 
them.  Brownies and cookies included.   

Please try to get out to Tres Rios March 7th and 8th and 
give CRG a hand at our booth.  Check the link at 
azgfd.com.   

SABBATICALS 
By Eric J. Vidana  

Greeting and salutation everyone.  

My name is Eric J. Vidana.  I was the past Program 
director for Arizona Predator Callers years ago.  I use 
to hunt with Ned and Mike Burris the two best predator 
callers in the state in my mind.  They along with other 
club members taught me everything I know and enjoy 
about predator calling.  Things like take a shotgun if 
you want to bring home fur, stand selection, and 
equipment to use and how to skin what you take.  All 
these things you will need to learn to take predator and 
care for your hides.  

As some of you may already know me, you know that 
is has been years since I have been around let alone 
have hunted predators.  Saying this I said to myself 
this is the year I plan to at least go out one time.  I say 
this every year but this time it would be different.  All I 
needed was an excuse to jump in the truck and get it 
done.  So low and behold that opportunity came in the 
form of a phone call to go hunting for bobcats down 
south.  Now I say this tongue and check I have been 
on many hunts where I have seen and missed bobcat 
or my partners have taken them right in front of me.  
It’s a frustrating to see everyone else take and animal 
you had been chasing for years again and again while 
you stand by and watch.  

As was mentioned earlier, it has been a while since I 
had been out.  So my brain went into over drive 
regarding my equipment list.  Do I even have ammo, 
cover sent, and more importantly where is all my gear.  
When you don’t hunt every weekend like I use to its 
easy to misplace items or not stock up on necessities 
like ammo.  I even had a hard time recalling what I 
brought for lunch and snacks.  Trips usually start at 
four a.m. and I walk in the door at ten or eleven p.m.  
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so a long day was in store for sure.  I felt like I had 
never hunted before but I was able to gather all my 
gear eventually.  

As we all know, it’s the first animal of the day that is the 
hardest to get in the truck.  So we finally got to our fist 
stand, wind in our face, caller going, and nothing 
comes sounds familiar.  But I am so pumped to hear 
the sound of my partner’s rifle or shot gun go off I can 
barely sit still.  Then a few stands later, a tree line in 
the distance, sun at our back, wind in our favor, and it 
happens.  Five minutes into the stand a bush beings to 
spread apart in the mist of the tree line with a little gray 
fox bouncing out.  He can’t help but to come charging 
after whatever is dying.  Then I realize he is in my 
partners shooting lane, a big smile comes over my face 
as I hear the shotgun go off at that moment.  That 
breaks the goose egg I said to myself and things just 
went from good to great at the click of a trigger.  


