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The mission of the Chandler Rod and Gun Club is to preserve the heritage of hunting and fishing through its volunteer efforts with family,
youth and individual activities by providing opportunities that encourage the proud tradition of hunting, fishing, and their associated activities.
Educational opportunities promoting safe and responsible use of wildlife and our natural resources by teaching wilderness skills, resource
management, and conservation.
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need a Tonto pass to park at the Boulder Recreational
IMPORTANT DATES Area, but in case you forget, we will have some extra
Annual Meeting — May 13th passes available that morning.

MAY MEETING

James Brown

| am looking forward to another bluegill bonanza. This
year is shaping up to be a repeat of last year. | have
been pre-fishing Canyon Lake and so far | have

averaged forty to fifty fish per outing. These have been | ¢ years event held at this location was very
hand size to one pound fish with a lot of throw backs successful with over 250 quality size Bluegills

that would be keepers during our event. | was asked 51 ested. Game and fish reported large numbers of
to do the fishing part of our May meeting and gladly Bluegills in the Boulder Recreation area during a
excepted. recent sampling, so we should be in for another good
catch. Those of you, who attended the “Bluegill Clinic”
put on by James Brown last year, will remember some
of the basics such as baiting a #8 or #10 hook with a
meal worm on 4 to 6 pound test line with a dark bottom
pencil bobber placed at about 4 feet up. Red worms
and night crawlers also work well. Whatever you
prefer, bring enough bait because there is no limit on
Bluegill.

| will go over proper bait and hook size. | will also
cover proper bobbers and depth. | hope to see you at
the meeting and | also have some handouts to give
away.

See you at the meeting.

ANNUAL BLUEGILL BONANZA AND FISH FRY
JUNE 6™

Terry Biagi

Mark your calendars for June 6" because you don't
want to miss this year’s Bluegill Bonanza at Canyon
Lake. As we did last year, let's meet between 7:00
and 8:00 AM at the Boulder Recreational area. Driving
in on Highway 88, you cross the first bridge over
Canyon Lake and look for the next right turn. This is
the Boulder Recreation area where we will have one of
the picnic ramadas set up with refreshments and a
CR&G Club sign. This area will also be used as the
official weigh-in and fillet processing station. There is
good fishing on the large docks and the along the
shoreline in this area. This a free fishing day (no
license required) so bring the whole family. You will

Bring your catch back to the ramada by noon or sooner
to have your largest fish marked and weighed in by the
CR&G Club official judges. There will be prizes given
out that evening for the biggest Bluegills in two age
categories. Volunteers to help fillet, wash, and bag our
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catch are welcomed. We hope to have our catch
processed by 1:00 PM which will allow some of us old
folks time to get home for a little nap before the
evening festivities.

Whether you have been fishing or not, everyone is
invited to the Biagi's house for a grand fish fry and pool
party. Have fun playing horseshoes, ping pong, or dive
in for a game of water volleyball. Bring a hearty
appetite to fully enjoy a delicious meal of golden fried
Bluegill and all the fixings. If you have a favorite dish
you would like to share, nothing will be turned away.
After dinner, don’t miss the raffle and awards
ceremony for the biggest Bluegills.

Please arrive at Terry’s house between 5:00 and 6:00
PM at 700 N. Dobson Road, House #42 in Chandler
(just 2 blocks south of Ray Road). If you would like
detailed directions or have questions, call Terry on his
cell 602-909-6743 or pick up a map from him at the
lake.

THE AZ GAME AND FISH

DEPARTMENT NEEDS YOUR INPUT
By Johnathan O'Dell

Who knew two years could go so fast! It is time again
for the Hunt Guidelines process and the time for you to
submit comments and ideas about how we form Hunt
Recommendations for two years.

You may ask yourself, “What is the difference between
Hunt Guidelines and Hunt Recommendations?” Well,
Hunt Recommendations are what Wildlife Managers
create every year that include types of hunts, permit
numbers and levels, and when the seasons are for
each in their Unit. They pass these along through their
Regions to be compiled for the Regional

Recommendation, which is then passed along to
Game Branch for compiling for the Statewide
Recommendation. This is what is presented to the
Commission every year for the hunts to be authorized.
Sometimes, this can be quite a process when the
Commission has given us further direction (e.g.
providing juniors with at least 3% of the General
Season Deer tags) because we have to make sure the
whole state is balanced while still meeting the
Commission’s direction.

The Hunt Guidelines on the other hand, are the
framework by which the Wildlife Managers follow in
making Hunt Recommendations. The Regional staff
and Game Branch also follow these in the balancing
act of compiling the entire Recommendations. Game
Branch also reports on these frameworks at a
statewide level during the presentation to the
Commission. Examples of these frameworks are
managing populations for a certain designated range
on buck to doe and fawn to doe ratios, how many days
long a particular weapon type hunt for a species can or
should be, and on what week of the year a hunt can
start. There are many more examples that | could list
here and each species is unique in some of them.
These Guidelines are also revisited every two years to
make changes if needed, necessary, or feasible and in
most cases, based on public input.

The current Hunt Guidelines are available for your
viewing under the Hunting Section on the left hand side
of the Department’s website www.azgfd.com. Once
you have had time to review the Guidelines, please
send your comments, suggestions, or ideas to us via
email at azgamebranch@azgfd.gov or by mail to: Hunt
Guidelines, Arizona Game and Fish Department, 5000

W Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086.

This first portion for comment is open all of May. In
June, we will be on a road trip to nine cities around the
state presenting the changes to the Guidelines in draft
form so more input can be taken as we refine them.
So if you want to make your voice heard and have an
influence in the management of wildlife in Arizona now
is a great opportunity. Please take full advantage of it.

AZFGD EXPO 2009

The following memo was forward to us that were
received by Stormi Johnson regarding the recent
AZFGD Expo.

From: Judi Paxton

Sent: Monday, April 06, 2009 8:01 AM

To: Ty Gray; Stormi Johnson; Teresa Guillen
Subject: 2009 Expo

| worked trolley stop #1 on Sunday of the Outdoor
Expo and was able to thank folks for coming out as
they headed back to their cars. Everyone | spoke with
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expressed appreciation for the Expo and admiration for
the size, scope, and organization of the event.

As one family passed by, a little boy of about 8 or 9
turned to me, his face lit up with joy and a grin from ear
to ear, and said, "Those 22s are FUN!." By any
standard of measure, that comment would signify total
success. Nice work!!

Judi Paxton
Accountant Ill, Funds and Planning
Arizona Game and Fish Department

STUFF SHOOT

James Brown

We had our second stuff shoot on Thursday night at
the archery range at Usery. This was to be as fun as
the first one was.

Here are the rules. Any club member can participate.
You can bring anything you want that is of some value.
If you can’t bring anything, that's fine for we are just as
happy to have you there with us. Whoever brings
something decides what yardage that item is worth.
Whoever would like to win that item shoots for it and
the closest to a bulls eye wins. If there is a tie, then we
move out another five yards until a winner is declared.
We had six members show up for stuff shoot: Randy
Krecklow, Ray Brooks, Mary and Shawn Hurst, Tommy
Chapa, and myself. We had everything from a tanned
rattlesnake hide to wind proof lighters, an aquarium
with stand, a folding picnic table with attached legs, a
safety belt for tree stand hunting, and the list goes on.
We had a blast. We had a couple of ties with shoot
offs.

Tommy Chapa went home with most wins. Robin
Hood, Ray Brooks, won the aguarium hands down with
one shot. We should have another stuff shoot coming
up, so come on out if only to watch as we do need a
score keeper. If any one has questions about archery
or would like to get started in the sport, give me a call
(480) 671-9822. Until next time keep those strings
waxed. See Ya.

YOUTH TURKEY CAMP 2009
Eddy Corona

This was the first year that the Arizona Game and Fish
Department had offered over the counter turkey tags
for youth. Getting together with the following groups,
Arizona Elk Society, Arizona Deer Association, The
Outdoor Experience 4 All, National Wildlife Turkey
Federation, and the Arizona Game and Fish
Department, we were able to put on a very successful
youth turkey camp by working together.

The planning started in January working with Craig
McMullen from AZGFD Payson office as our point of
contact and using today’s technology with numerous
emails and phone calls, we all met for the first time at
the AZGFD Expo to plan things out. Through the
donations for food, give away items, and man power
our camp was well on its way.

Thursday, April 16" we all headed up to Colcord Camp
Ground to set everything up. Mother Nature has the
winds blowing and clouds coming in that dropped a few
snowflakes on us but nothing stuck. The temperature
was cold and the wind was not letting up. The camp
was finally set up and our guest started to roll in.
Friday at 3:30 am came fast and the coffee pot was
brewing. The wind had calm down some but it was still
cold or at least | was cold. Our young hunters started
to come in for some hot chocolate and a bite to eat
before heading out into their hunting grounds. Shawn
Warner from AZGFD had Richard Owens of Hunter's
Lair Taxidermy in Show Low donate a turkey fan
plague that was given to the first successful turkey
hunter to come into camp. The recipient was Garrett
Moore, who harvested his first turkey.
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